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On June 11, the National Assembly approved reforms to a total of 22 articles of the penal code. The
current penal code has been in force since 1870. Most of the reforms approved during the June
11 session were aimed at imposing harsher sanctions against persons convicted of rape. These
include the establishment of jail sentences of between 15 and 20 years for those convicted of rape
against children under age 14. The maximum possible sentence period in Nicaragua for any crime
is 30 years. Based on the approved reforms, rape is now considered a fully-punishable, public
crime. Clauses allowing for acquittal of rapists on the basis of being "pardoned" by the victim, or of
sentence reductions through extra-judicial arrangements, were eliminated. Likewise, the influence
of alcohol or drugs will no longer be allowed as "extenuating circumstances" in the defense of
accused rapists. According to some estimates, an average of three rapes are committed daily in
Nicaragua against children under 14 years of age. Government statistics indicate that during 1991,
a total of 427 cases of rape were reported to police, up from 344 in 1990. But many insist that the
real figures are much higher. According to Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) deputy
Maria Ramirez, "those figures don't reflect the drama which many people are forced to live with.
Due to questions of morality, many cases are simply never reported." (Basic data from Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, Agence France-Presse, 06/11/92)
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